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IBM Principal representative to J4

The IBM response to 00-0001, Letter ballot to approve FCD 10967-2, LIA-2 is:

YES   with comments

1.   I do not agree with comments submitted in another J4 letter ballot

(circulated by that author to J4).  Quoting from that ballot:

"Even if the COBOL section were limited to something which

indicated that many of the features required for a "robust" binding are

included in the revision work but not yet a part of the ISO Standard - and

that, therefore, a binding example for COBOL would best be delayed until

after the next revision is approved,"

J4 has not evaluated the COBOL revision against LIA-2 to ensure that a

"robust" binding can be given for COBOL, and no attempt was made during the

revision of COBOL to ensure mapping to LIA-2.   It is premature to make a

statement like the one suggested.

J4 and WG4 made a decision to defer consideration of language-independent

bindings to a  revision of  COBOL subsequent to the one in progress.

You could say:    "Consideration of a COBOL binding was deferred because a

COBOL revision is in progress that might affect such a binding."

This is a true statement, it explains the absence of a COBOL binding, and

it makes no promise for the future.

2.   I have not evaluated the content of LIA-2, therefore this vote should

not be construed as the position of others in IBM who have more expertise

in the subject.

